
A Call To Holiness – Remembering That We Belong To The Lord 

The apostle Paul teaches that all members of the church have different roles and 

responsibilities (notice I did not say rights).  These are indicated by the diverse 

spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit, in his sovereign wisdom and goodness, confers upon each 

believer for the spiritual growth of the entire church, to the glory of God, 1 Cor 12:4-7.  

The apostle Peter also reiterates this truth: Spiritual gifts are expressions of God's 

varied grace to be used in service to one another and for the glory of God, 1 Pe 4:10-

11.   

 While it is true that the Holy Spirit assigns specific gifts to each believer for the 

common good, it is also true that there are other abilities and responsibilities that are 

applicable to all believers.  One such responsibility is that of exhortation.  Thus, the 

writer of Hebrews admonishes his hearers: Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of  "

you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort 

one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened 

by the deceitfulness of sin..."  Heb 3:12-13.  He later repeats this necessity of collective 

accountability by urging them ".. to stir up one another to love and good works, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day drawing near."  10:24-25.   The principle is simply this: 

our Spiritual union in Christ necessarily places us in a communion of saints in 

which we are required not only to live holy lives but also to exhort and encourage 

one another to do the same.  "Therefore encourage one another and build one 

another up, just as you are doing." 1 Ths 5:11.   

 From this perspective, we can clearly see that sin is not simply a personal matter.  

While we cannot deny the biblical notion of individual accountability before God and 

man, we also need to understand that sin has a democratic dimension – it shares its 

sinister effects among others.  From the very beginning of history, Eve, who was 

deceived by the menacing, talking serpent, gave some of the fruit "to her husband who 

was with her….. And he ate."  Gen 3:7 (emphasis added.).  Let us not be deceived that 

our sin is our own business; it is ominously deceitful. 

Sin deceives us into thinking that it’s pleasing.   The truth is, it brings destruction. 

Sin deceives us into thinking that it is trifling.  The truth is, Scripture terms it a tragedy. 

Sin deceives us into supposing that it is only an accident.  The truth is, God calls it an 

abomination. 

Sin deceives us into thinking we are simply exercising our liberty.  The truth is, God 

calls it bondage. 

Sin deceives us by alluring us with its soft voice, beautiful promises and well-packaged 

presents.  The truth is, these very instruments of fleeting enjoyment are messengers of 

death possessing the most potent poisons. 

Sin deceives us with the assurance of immediate gratification.  The truth is, sin's payday 

is never immediate, but later, and it's never delight but death. 



Sin deceives us into reckoning we are suffering from weakness.  The truth is, God 

labels it wickedness. 

Sin deceives us into believing that we're not as bad as the Scripture says we are; we 

are really developing spiritually and all we have to do is take care of a few shortcomings 

in our lives.  The truth is, we are in a state of dangerous moral and spiritual declension 

which can only be reversed by replacing our empty religious deeds and powerless, 

prideful self-righteousness by the diligent pursuit of Christ alone. 

 Brothers and sisters, beware of the deceitfulness of sin!  Hebrews 3 warns us that sin 

is a deceptive, destructive monster that hardens our hearts.  The effective antidote to this 

evil 

power is a collective exhortation and accountability to holy living.  We do so by 

prodding  

one another to faithful attendance at corporate worship whereat we partake of the Word and 

Sacraments, God's instituted means of our spiritual growth and sustenance.  The neglect of  

this is frightening.  It is not the mere lapsing into a state forgetfulness or a simple slip into  

some minor oversight but the terrifying prospect of the hardening of our hearts, that is, a  

complete and irreversible turning away from God.  We are to exhort one another unto  

covenant faithfulness in all aspects of worship, witness and work … while it is called today. 

 The body of the Lord Jesus Christ therefore is no place for selfish, unconcerned and  

detached attitudes and actions.  By definition and by sovereign design, our lives and our  

destinies are inseparably intertwined because we are one body, an organic, corporate entity 

he unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of with one goal: the attainment of "..  t  

God, ..  mature manhood, .. the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ."  Eph 4:12. 

 Such are the purpose and priority of those that belong to the church, really, of 

those that belong to the Lord.  Remember that because we belong to the Lord, we are 

indeed, our brother’s keeper and therefore we are to keep encouraging and provoking 

one another to holiness "without which no one will see the Lord."  Heb 12:14.   
  

   
 
  


